Distribution
The southwestern British Columbia occurrence of Tonella tenella is disjunct from its main range in southern Washington (Columbia River gorge), through Oregon to central California (Wetherwax 1993; Pojar 2000) . In Canada, T. tenella is known only from the west side of Saltspring Island in the Gulf Islands of southwestern British Columbia ( Figure 2 ; Pojar 2000; Douglas et al. 2002a Douglas et al. , 2002b In Canada, the Small-flowered Tonella, Tonella tenella, is restricted to the west side of Saltspring Island in the Gulf Islands of southwestern British Columbia. This population represents the northern limits of the species which is disjunct from its main range in southern Washington (Columbia River gorge), through Oregon to central California. In British Columbia, Tonella tenella is associated with rock outcrops and dry, steep, sparsely forested talus slopes at elevations of 50 to 300 m. The population on Saltspring Island is on private property and not directly imperilled at this time. There is, however, a potential for housing development in the future on this waterfront site, thus the authors consider the species endangered.
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* The field work for Tonella tenella was funded by the British Columbia Conservation Data Centre. The results appear in the British Columbia Conservation Data Centre database and a rare plant manual (Douglas et al. 2002a Douglas et al. (1998a Douglas et al. ( , 1998b Douglas et al. ( , 1999a Douglas et al. ( , 1999b Douglas et al. ( , 2000 Douglas et al. ( , 2001 and Schofield (1992) . THE CANADIAN FIELD-NATURALIST Vol. 120
Habitat
Tonella tenella sites in British Columbia are found in a climatic and floristic anomaly in coastal British Columbia, the dry Coastal Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) Zone (Nuszdorfer et al. 1991) 
Biology
Species of Tonella, along with its sister genus, Blueeyed Mary (Collinsia) of the tribe Collinsieae, are selfcompatible annuals (Armbruster et al. 2002) . Tonella tenella is considered a small-flowered type and according to Armbruster et al. (2002) , large-and small-flowered taxa appear to have differences in timing of selfpollination. Large-flowered taxa maintain herkogamy (spatial separation of anthers and stigmas) early in anthesis by differential elongation of staminal filaments, while small-flowered taxa do not show this elongation pattern. As a result, large-flowered taxa experience a delay in self-pollination whereas in small-flowered taxa, anther-stigma contact and self-pollination occur early. Furthermore, the stigmas are receptive to pollentube growth early in Tonella species. Small-flowered populations are almost certainly autogamous (Armbruster et al. 2002) . Low elevation pollinators for the tribe include the insects Bombus, Anthophora, Emphoropsis, Synhalonia and Osmia (Armbruster et al. 2002) . (Table 1) . Since the plant is inconspicuous and extremely difficult to detect, it is quite likely other subpopulations occur on the slope.
Population Attributes

Provincial, National and Global Ranks
Globally, Tonella tenella has a rank of G5 indicating that in most of its range the plant is common. Since the species is restricted to British Columbia it has a national rank of N1. Provincially, T. tenella has been ranked as S1 by the Conservation Data Centre and appears on the British Columbia Ministry of Environment Red List (Douglas et al. 2002a ). This is the most critical rank that can be applied to species at the provincial level and indicates that the species is "critically imperiled because of extreme rarity (typically five or fewer occurrences or very few remaining individuals) or because of some factor(s) making it especially vulnerable to extirpation or extinction".
Threats and Protection
The most immediate threat to Tonella tenella in British Columbia is habitat destruction through a housing development on waterfront private property. Suppression of both natural and human-induced fires in the last century may also have had an effect on the survival of T. tenella. The vegetation in this region would naturally be maintained by fires; however, in their absence, high fuel loads build and catastrophic fires could result. This may result in unsuitable conditions for T. tenella. Introduced species are also a problem. The vegetation characterizing the T. tenella site has been altered by the introduction of European species. Although a large number of native forbs occur in these areas, much of the vegetation is dominated to a large extent by introduced species, particularly grasses, including a number of species of Bromus. The Tonella tenella site occurs on private land.
Tonella tenella is not formally protected in British Columbia; however, it could be in the future since this species is a potential candidate for listing under the provincial Wildlife Amendment Act (2004) . As part of its commitment to the National Accord (National Accord for the Protection of Species at Risk), the province is required to take measures to protect this species. It is on Schedule 1 of the federal Species At Risk Act and a recovery strategy will be required. 
Evaluation of Status
The British Columbia Conservation Data Centre considers T. tonella to be Endangered in British Columbia (Douglas et al. 2002a) . The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada has also assigned this species to the Endangered category (COSEWIC 2003 * ). Only one extant population of Tonella tenella is known in British Columbia; thus, the loss of the one site would result in the loss of the species from British Columbia and Canada. Potential housing developments threaten T. tenella in Canada since the one site occurs on private oceanside property. 
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